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The aerial view above shows the ““MILLION DOLLAR VIEW" of the combined physical resources of the Sem-
inary and Training School. The two institutions have accommodations for
approximately 300 students at the present time,



Twelfth Annual Report of the American Baptist Theological Seminary to
the Seventy-fifth Session of the National Baptist Convention, US.A., Inc.

Memphis, Tennessee, September 6-11, 1955

Mr. President, Officers, Members and
Messengers of this our Diamond Jubilee
~ Session, I am profoundly proud to bring
you greetings from the Seminary.

Along Through the Years

To those of us engaged in the religious
education of our ministerial and Chris-
tian leaders, and look on today’s gather-
Ing evokes some serious reflections from
us all. As we eheck our records of the
past, in 1880 when our Convention was
born, how few of our leaders, as com-
pared with those today were considered
to have possessed much formal academic
education! How much we have achieved
since that day is truly one of the marvels
of our time.

While too large a number of our
ministers stand in need of a sound
academic and theological education, 1
am confident to say that our present-day
ministers, on the whole, compare favor-
ably with others of our constituency in
the long and inevitable struggle we have
experienced to bring us to this hour.

On May 30, we came to the close of
the thirty-first session of the Seminary
and the 11th year of the present ad-
ministration. The Seminary and 1ts
family are deeply grateful for its sup-
porters and well-wishers of this and our
sister Convention, Southern Baptist, in
the way you all have tackled and solved
the problems which so safely guided us
to a successful closing. During the
last two years, under the administration
of President J. H. Jackson, perhaps more
has been said and done for our Seminary
than ever in its history. And today,
all of us have a sense of feeling of
security for the future of the American
Baptist Theological Seminary and are
now geared to guide it on to greater
effectiveness and lasting and construc-
tive growth.

Our Spiritual Assets

In the eleven years of my activities
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RALPH W. RILEY, President

at the Seminary, a total of approximately
175 persons have received degrees and
have gone out in the field of Christian
service. These men are more and more
serving strategic places in our churches
and our denomination. They are pur-
chasing literature from the Sunday
School Board, giving to Foreign and
Home missions, supporting Christian
education, both locally and nationally,
representing at our district conventions
and associations, state and national
conventions. While we consider these
performances of great organizational
and denominational value, they are not
the greatest of all. The most far-
reaching and effective service they are
rendering which I would like to call to
your attention is that in 27 states and 5
countries, every Sunday morning one or
more Seminary graduates are preaching
the Gospel of Christ from the many
pulpits of the far-flung distances of ours
and other countries of this earth. They
form a ministerial network in God’s
redemption plan of human salvation.
They bring messages of hope and cheer
to those who grope darkly in a world
of chaos and confusion. Whatever we
acquire or whatever we achieve, we shall
never have, as a Convention, any greater
assets. Material objectives lose their
appeal, buildings decay, and missionary
and educational causes are retarded,
unless we have a ministerial leadership
to furnish the encouragement and inter-
est sufficient to support the many worthy
agencies and objectives of which we
presently boast.

One Basic Function of the
Administration

Fach year, and almost every month,
there come from the President’s office,
stressing appeals for funds to support
the institution designed to achieve for
our churches and our people the greatest
single need of our time «nd generation.
This is done by a continuous process of
promotional appeals and attempted
precedures of education of our constit-
uenicy to the facts that are ever before
ns. in 1954, we raised $53,000 for the
sSermunary., It has been the burden of
our administration to show that this
553,000 was, of necessity, distributed
over a period of two years for already
existing obligations the Seminary was
carrying on its books. To operate the

Seminary far from its maximum effi-

ciency, it requires an amount ranging

from 125 to 150 thousand dollars, and
as the agreement now stands, requires

that National Baptists supply one half
of this amount. When observed from

an annual viewpoint, the amount ap-

pears to reach staggering proportions,
but a monthly-regular-contributory-plan
will not only simplify the operation, but
will lighten the burden for us all. We
can, and one day, we must face up to
this challenge. Otherwise, we shall
have to admit that all have failed one
of our greatest objectives, a cause for
which the Convention was founded.

Philosophical Foundations of the
Seminary

As much as we dislike to, we have
to admit that for a long time, as a
church, we have minimized the educa-
tion of the preacher. This action came
not only from the pew, but the pulpit
as well. There were two reasons for
this: In the first place, the laity for
many years had their growth in the
advocacy of a Divine call to the ministry.
In the second place, this idea was pro-
moted and nourished by two classes of
our clergymen of former years. The un-
educated group opposed an educated
ministry because of the threat it posed to
their own future and security. While
the educated group believed in and aided
the education of our ministers of yester-
day, nevertheless, there was just a bit
of hesitation and caution exercised by
them, because they never wanted the
time to come that men did not feel the
need for a Divine call and a spiritual
qualification for the Christian minister
aside from mere academic training or
intellectual fitness. |

It has not actually been made clear
as to how the two gifts or talents and
endowments can safely be blended to
the more effectual working of the minis-
ter of Christ similarly to others in non-
ecclesiastical, religious or Christian serv-
ice. Thus, education for the ministry
has not only been a challenging, but a

chilly word; but thanks to our present-
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day men of training and the fine role

they are playing in our church lif,

that the pattern has successfully changed. @~
When the American Baptist Theo-

logical Seminary began, it was _-_f(")unde‘a

at the beginning of a wave of a Social-
Gospel idea which was prevalent in
our time. It was made clear that in

the beginning of ithe Seminary, it had
as its objective a purpose of ascribing



First Baptist Church—Muscatine 47.00
Maple Street Baptist Church—Des Moines 10.00
KANSAS
Mrs. Anna Mae Hunt—Kansas City (S) 1.00
Mrs. Marjoric Moore—Kansas City (S) 1.00
Miss Dorlene Willard—Ft. Scott (S) 1.00
Calvary Baptist Church—Tcpeka 10.00
First Baptist Church (Ruth Miss. Union)—
Kansas City | 25.00
King Solomon Baptist Church—Kansas City (s) 5.00
Maple Street Baptist Church—Independence 2.50
Metropolitan Baptist Temple—Kansas City 50.00
Olivet Inst. Baptist Church—Kansas City 10.00
Shiloh Baptist Church—Topeka 15.00
KENTUCKY
Miss Beatrice Barkley—Louisville (S) 1.00
Rev. G. D. Jackson—Winchester 5.00
Mrs. E. E. Wright—Paducah ——(§) 1.00
Fourth Street Baptist Church—Owensboro 18.00
Green Street Baptist Church (Mis. Soc.)—
Louisville | . 5.00
Lampton Baptist Church—Louisville i 5.00
[Lampton Baptist Church—Louisville _____ (s) 5.00
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church—Winchester 5.00
Nazarene Baptist Colored Church—Winchester 5.00
Virginia Street Baptist Church—Hopkinsville .. 15.00
LOUISIANA
Rev. Morris Burrell—New Orleans 100.00
Rev. A. L. Smith—(onzales 5.00
Ebenezer Baptist Church—Shreveport ... 5.06
New Hopewell Baptist Church—Bernice 5.00
I[deal Missionary and Education
Association (Rev. A. L. Davis, Jr.)—
New Orleans e n———— 100.00
Louisiana Baptist State Convention
(Rev. E. D. Billoups)—Baton Rouge ... 100.00
MARYLAND
Rev. J. Timothy Beddie—Baltimore ... 50.00
New Shiloh Baptist Church—Baltimore . 50.00
Perkins Square Baptist Church—Baltimore 10.00

Young Matrons of First Baptist Church of Baltimore—

Balt IO  C e 5.00
MICHIGAN
Rev. A. A. Banks, Jr.—Detroit ______ B i (s) 1.00
Mr. Lee T. Clay—Detroit ... £ VR (s) 1.00
Rev. Wilmer Davis—Lansing . ____ Sonic 1 (s) 1.00
Congressman Charles C. Diggs—Detroit ___.. . 100.00
Mrs. Evie Holmes—Ecorse e oo __(8) 1.00
Mrs. Hattie Rogers—Ecorse o —_(8) 1.25
Mr. Charles G. Rowlett—Detroit = (s) 1.00
TWA Airline Stewardess—Flight #68
c/0 Rev. A. A. Banks—Detroit ........ % 2.00
Rev. Israel White—Detroit ... 2 (S) 1.00
Calvary Baptist Church—Detroit » 100.00
First Baptist Church—Idlewild 5.00
First Baptist Church—Roseville ... . .. 10.00
Mark Avenue Baptist Church—Detroit ... 5.00
Russell Street Baptist Church—Detroit ... 16.61
Second Baptist Church—Detroit = ..o 300.00
Thompson Avenue Baptist Church
(Omitted from previous report)—Detroit .......... 20.00
(Omitted from previous report)—Detroit ... 25.00
Unity Baptist Church—Detroit ..ocoeeeee oo 41,00
Calvary Baptist District Association
(Mrs. Willa M. Grimes)—Detroit 6.71
Woman ixiliary-Calvary Baptist
Distric! Clation—DDeiT Ol 5.37
MINNESOTA
Mt. Oliver Daptist Church Missionary
S0Ciety—St. Paul e 31.50
Pilgrim Baptist Church—St. Paul . 53.64
Zion Baptist Church—Minneapolis ..crieme-. 5.00
MISSISSIPPI
Mrs. Mary Beaver—Forest — oo .. (s) 150
Mrs. Gridie L. Bridges—Shelby oo 1.00
Mrs. Evelyn Sidney—Laurel ... .. ......(s) 100

1,328.34

120.50

65.00

315.06

115.00

643.94

90.14

.00
Mr. Z. M. Winder—Jackson (s) |

Beulah Land Missionary Baptist Church— ) 6.00
Yazoo City ———— 25.00
Farish Street Baptist Church—Jackson P ]0.00
First Baptist Church—IJ.E.L. Class—Jackson 2.00
Friendship Baptist Church—Edwards 3'00
Greater Clark St. Baptist Church——j.lacksorl ——— '

Mt. Sinai Baptist Church Sunday School— (s) 1.00
AL o R s e R S o 5.00
New Concord Baptist Church—Canton :

MISSOURI

Rev. Z. Baltimore—St. Louis ... < ) fgg
Mrs. Fugenia Burrell—Kansas City ... (s 5:00

Rev. J. W. Mahomes—St. Louls ... ‘
Mrs. Nannie C. Marshall—Kansas City .. E:; ]lgg

Mrs. Mary C. Shelton—St. Louls 5700
Rev. Oscar Shook—St. Louls 2‘00
Rev. Sylvester Sumler—St. Louts oo 150.00
Central Baptist Church—St. Louis ... 5000
Hopewell M. B. Church—St. Louis ... 15.62
Second Baptist Church—Canton oo 0.00
Southern Union Baptist Church—St. Louis e | 0
St. Francis Street Baptist Church—>St. Joseph ... 50. :
West Side Miss. Baptist Church, Inc.—St. Louis 50.0
NEBRASKA
Mrs. Annie M. James—Omaha ... (S) 1.00
Miss Fstella McAfee—Omaha ... (s) _1.00
Rev. C. Adams—Omaha .. 25.00
Morning Star Baptist Church—Omaha ... 10.00
Mt. Moriah Baptist Church
(School of Education)—Omaha ... .. 12.00
New Era Baptist Association
(Rev. J. Andrew Thompson)—Omaha 25.00
NEVADA
Rev. V. C. L. Coleman—Las Vegas ............ (s) 1.00
The Ministers Alliance of Las Vegas—
Las ' Vegas i e ~(s) 35.00
NEW JERSEY
Monumental Baptist Church—Jersey City .. - 100.00
Mt. Calvary Baptist Church—Newark ... 10.00
Union Baptist Temple—Atlantic City .. 10.00
NEW YORK
Mrs. Susie Adams—E. Elmhurst (s) 1.00
Rev. Howe B. Perry—Rockville Center........._(s) 1.00
Bethel Baptist Church—Troy ... .. s .. 10.00
Bethel Baptist Church—White Plains ... 10.00
Bethesda Baptist Church—New Rochelle 10.00
Beulah Baptist Church—Broadway ... 5.00
Calvary Baptist Church—St. Albans ...  50.00
Calvary Baptist Church—White Plains ___ 5. 00
Concord Baptist Church of Christ—
Brooklyn o e e -(s) 1.00
Cornerstone Baptist Church—Brooklyn e 100.00
Ebenezer Baptist —hurch Matrons—
Flushing . . —-(8) 1.00
Ebenezer Baptist Church—Newburgh 5,00
Ebenezer Baptist Church—Poughkeepsie ... 10.00
Fairmont Baptist Church—Haverstraw ... 2.00
First Baptist Church—Elmsford . 5.00

Friendship Baptist Church—New York ... 25.00

Friendship Baptist Church—Poughkeepsie ...  3.00
Metropolitan Baptist Church—New York ... 25.00
Mount Calvary Baptist Church—Albany ...  5.00
Mt. Lebancn Baptist Church—Brooklyn ... 150.00
Mt. Olivet Baptist Church—Peekskill . —5.00
Mt. Zion Baptist Church—Glenhaven ...  5.00
Mt. Zion Baptist Church—Portchester ... 2.00
New Hope Institutional Baptist Church—

ALY OWN e 1 () O0)
Riverview Baptist Church—Kingston . 2.00
Second Baptist Church—Catskill .. 3.00
Second Baptist Church—Middletown ... 3.00
Shiloh Baptist Church—Hudson ...  5.00
Shiloh Baptist Church—Tarrytown ... : 3.00
Shiloh Baptist Church—Tuckahow ...  2.00
Star of Bethlehem Baptist Church—Beacon . ... 5.00
Woman’s Department of General

Baptist Association, Inc.—Bronx 31.00

56.50

300.62

74.00

6.00

120.00

500.00



NORTH CAROLINA

Miss Sallie 1. McCracken—Thomasville, N. C. 5.00
Rev. Elmer L. Thomas—Statesville . 1.00
First Baptist Church—Winston-Salem _7_5£U
OHIO
Rev. Frank Gary—Barberton e 3.00
Miss Annic Green—Cleveland (S) 1.00
Mrs. Ednah L. Lewis—AKkron (S) 1.00
Rev. Otha J. Reeves—Columbus 5.00
Mrs. Annie Lee Self—Toledo 2 (s) 1.00
Mrs. Augusta Shaw—Dayton 7 (S) 1.00
Mrs. C. B. Solomon—Cleveland 8 (s) 1.00
Rev. John C. Wimbush—Cleveland 10.00
Bethany Church—Columbus S 25.00
First Baptist Church—Newton Falls (s) 10.00
Friendship Baptist Church—Toledo 2 12.15
Macedonia Baptist Church—Columbus 2500
Mt. Calvary Baptist Church—AKkron 5.00
Mt. Enon Ihptlxl Church—Davton 2 10.00
Mt. Lebanon Baptist (huuh-:\kmn 3.40
Mt. Olivet Baptist Church—Columbus 25.00
Mt. Zion Baptist Church—Toledo 10.00
People Baptist Church—Springfield 10.00
Peoples Tabernacle Baptist Church—Cincinnati 4.00
Pilgrim Baptist Church—Hamilton 22.93
Second Baptist Church—Akron , 50.00
Second Baptist Church—Columbus 50.00
Second Baptist Church—Middletown 100.00
Shiloh Baptist Church—Columbus et T S U)X}
St. Paul B: \ptist Church—Toledo 2 (s) 5.00
Third B: iptist Church-Missions Dept. —Toledo 50.00
Irinity Baptist Church—Cincinnati 27 5.00
Union Baptist Church—Middletown 13.00
Zion Hill Baptist Church—Cleveland 8 40.00
Corinthian Baptist Association—Dayton, Ohio 50.00
Tolzdo District Baptist Association
of the Ohio Baptist State Convention, Inc. _ 10.00
OKLAHOMA
Rev. J. W. Foster—McAlester 2.00
First Baptist Church—Muskogee 10.00
First Baptist Church—North Tulsa .. 15.00
Gilheld Baptist Church—Davis _ i) 1.00
St. John Baptist Church—Oklahoma Clty ....... 60.00
St. John Baptist Church—Ponca City _ 10.00
East Zion District Association
(Rev. J. P. Patterson)—Ponca City _ : 25.00
Oklahoma Baptist Siate Convention—Oklahoma
CIty—(Dr. E. W. Perry) 20.00
PENNSYLVANIA
Mr. B. H. Logan—Rankin (s) 35.00
Rev. J. A. Younger—Bryn Mawr .. ___ e 25,00
Materon Miss.—St. John Baptist Church—
Meadville SRR sl 1.00
Zion Baptist Church Sunda) School—
Philadelphia e (87 LY SO
Allegheny Union dell\l Association
Rev. H. R. Williams—Rankin - = 10.00
Pennsylvania Baptist State Convention
Rev. Carnell E. Talley—Pittsburgh . 200.00
SOUTH CAROLINA
Rev. D. S. Frasier—Charleston ... 5.00
Atty. James Hopkins—Columbia .. . 5.00
Rev. J. E. Johnson—Frogmore ... (S) 1.00
Baptist Education anl Miss. Convention
of South Carolina—Dr. G. Daniels . 25.00
TENNESSEE
Mrs. L. E. Battle—Nashville ______. e T U O
Mrs. Eva Cloyd—Nashville ... ... . 35.00
Mr. Turner (opdand—Ndshwlle 10.00
Rev. Leslie Galbreath—Nashville . __ 3.00
Prof. V. T. Glass—Nashville ___. 25.00
Rev. 5. N. Herrmg—Jacksom & . 5.00
Rev. W. L. Owen—Johnson City e 5.00
Rev. Cullen S. Parker—Memp hns ] 0:00
Rev. E. P. Phllllps—Nashvxlle i A 5.00
Dr. W. A. Reed—Nashville __________ 25.00
Dr. Ralph W. Riley—Nashville . 500.00
Rev. S. H. Simpson—Nashville 5.00
Rev. L. C. Taylor—Memphis ________ .. . 5.00

81.00

608.48

143.00

246.00

36.00

Rev. W. G. Terry—Dyersburg ... —(5)
Mr. Guy Tucker—Mt. Juliet .. .. -
Dr. W. L. Varnado—Memphis
Dr. C. R. Williams—Memphis .

Antioch Baptist Church—Humboldt .
Berean Baptist Church—Jackson
Bethel Baptist Church—Greenbrier
Bethlehem Star Baptist Church—l\noxvnlle
Central Baptist Churcn—Klngsport
Fairview Baptist Church—Dyer ...
W.M.W. First Baptist Church-—-Donclson
First Baptist Church—[)rcsdm T
First Baptist Church, Colorcd—Humboldl
Public Collection—First Baptist Church—
Jackson s
gunda) School—First. Baptlst Church—East
Nashville . —
Frlcndshlp Bapust ‘Church—Gadsden __ . .
Gospel Temple Missionary Socncty—-Mmehxs i
'he Metropolitan Baptist Church—Memphis .
Morning Star Baptist Church—Humbold(
Mt. Zion Baptist Church—Memphis
Oak Grove Baptist Church—Humboldl
Pleasant Green Baptist Church—Nashville ---.(s)
Progressive Baptist Church—Nashville .
South Knoxville Baptist Church—Knoxville
St. James Baptist Church—Humboldt
St. John Baptist Church—Hartsville
St. Mark Baptist Church—Covington s
Thankful Baptist Church—Johnson City
Union Grove Baptist Church—Puryear .
William Chapel—Hall
East Fork Missionary Baptist Ass'n.
Rev. H. L. Tolliver—Castalian Springs ...
Obion River District Association ... .
Regular Baptist Convention of Tennessee
Rev. A. E. Campbell—Memphis ... ...
Stone River District Association
Rev. Kelly Miller Smith—Nashville ...
Stone River District Association—
National Baptist Convention of America
Rev. S. H. Simpson—Nashville ... .
Union Peace Miss. Baptist Ass’'n. of Tyston
County—Rev. J. H. Porter ... (s)
Associations and Conventions
Western Regional State Convention
Dr. J. H. Fenner—Dyersburg =~

TEXAS

Mr. W. L. Davis—Houston .. ___
Rev. F. N. Marshburn—Tyler A
Mrs. Ethel A. Speaks—Eagle Lake ... (s)
Greater Bethlehem Baptist Church—Dallas _______
Griggs Chapel Baptist Church—Dallas >
Mt. Gilead Baptist Church—Fort Worth
Salem Baptist Church—Houston
East Texas Baptist Association—Tyler

YIRGINIA

Mrs. J. E. Diamond—Norfolk (s)
Rev. W. M. Miller—N. Tazewell -(s)
Bank Street Baptist Church—Norfolk
Fifth Street Baptist Church—Richmond

WASHINGTON

Bethlehem Baptist Church Miss. Society—
Tacoma

R ———— -

WEST VIRGINIA
Mrs. Annie Turner—Huntington ___________(s)

Mrs. J. C. Venable Huntington __ % (s)

Calvary Baptist Church—Huntmgton cesuni(s)
Good Ho Circle—Calvary Baptist Miss.
Church—Huntmgton (s)
Rose of Sharon Circle—Calvary Baptist Miss.
Church—Huntington . 22(s)

WISCONSIN

Calvary Baptist Church—Milwaukee &
Greater Galilee Miss. Baptist Church—

Milwaukee & . o
Tabernacle Commumty Baptlst Church—
Milwaukee

. . ——.— . — ——— —— - —— - - — —
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1.00
25.00
10.00
10.00

3.75

101.00
25.00

6.00

5.75

5.00

5.00
15.00
11.25

70.07

10.00

6.25
11.55
25.00
33.00
50.00

1.50
50.00
25.00
50.00
32.50

1,422.30

93.62

152.00

- 25.00

14.00

100.50
$14,8885.88




